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Our School Story    

Our School Goals  

What are the unique, positive characteristics that we celebrate in our school/community?  

Frank J Ney Elementary School is situated in North Nanaimo (Dover Bay Zone) and has a current student 
population of 432 K-7 students in 18 divisions.  We have a strong school community supported by a highly 
active, generous PAC and very engaged parents and caregivers.  There are several long serving teachers and 
staff members who provide a consistently positive, energetic connection to the wider community.  We 
celebrate the diverse ethnic backgrounds of our students and families regularly.  Another aspect that we 
celebrate is how the school communities of Rutherford and Frank Ney have joined together over the past 
few years. A unique characteristic of the school is its ideal location for Outdoor Education curriculum and 
learning opportunities for our students (e.g., Gulley Site, Whalley Creek, Two Bears Beach, Wellington Pump 
Station).  Environmental and outdoor education is a strength and regular focus across the grades at our 
school.    With the construction of the new wing in 2018 Frank J Ney is now a large school with a modern 
and attractive facility that staff and students are proud of and enjoy learning and working in.  We celebrate 
the positive reputation that our school has earned in the community and district.  

The school has not renewed the goals since 2020-2021.  Following consultation with staff we have selected 
the following two school goals for 2023-2025. 
Goal #1 Students will improve their self-regulation skills, abilities, and knowledge.  Staff 
will support the development of students’ social-emotional growth through consistent 
instructional practices, effective modelling and teaching, and clear expectations.  
Goal# 2 Students will improve their skills, abilities, and understandings of numeracy. 
 

What are the important demographics of our school and community? 

Our school community is considerably more diverse since the amalgamation of Rutherford and Frank J Ney 
schools five years ago.  While largely comprised of middle to upper- middle class families, there are 
increasing numbers of families living in poverty attending our school.  Residential housing in the Frank J Ney 
catchment is among the most expensive in Nanaimo.  Most of our students are Caucasian, and there are 
families from across the globe (including refugees and landed immigrants) and we have a multicultural 
student population including many students with Aboriginal ancestry.   With a large, growing student 
population, we have experienced a significant increase in vulnerable learners and designated students in 
recent years.  These changes have made it necessary for the school staff to reflect upon and adjust to our 
instructional practices and systems and structures, and educational programs within the school.   In 
addition, there has been a lack of continuity of principals here for several years.    With consistent, 
predictable school leadership it is hoped that our school will reach its full potential in the future. 



Our School Celebration Story  

There are several celebrations to share about the Frank J Ney 
school community.  As we slowly emerge out of the nearly 
three years of a global pandemic, the school community is 
showing increasing resilience and confidence.      

Students at Frank J Ney come to school ready to learn and 
generally achieve at a high academic level.  Our K-7 students 
enjoy coming to school and class each day and they play and 
learn in a safe and socially responsible manner.  Attendance 
rates are consistently high and student results in classroom-
based, district and provincial assessments are usually strong.  
Sports are popular at FJN, and our bantam girls finished 1st & 
2nd in the district.  Bantam boys finished in 3rd place. 

Parents at our school are involved in the daily and seasonal 
events and activities of the classrooms and school.  Our 
parents and guardians are fully engaged in sponsoring fund-
raising events such as the Halloween Howl, Hot Lunches, and 
the Christmas Basket Raffle.  Parents frequently volunteer to 
drive students to sporting events and assist with hot lunches, 
and in the classrooms.  Funds raised go directly to teachers, 
classes, and students to enhance learning opportunities.  
Moreover, PAC successfully sponsored an AIE Grant for a 
school wide project, Celebrating Diversity through Storytelling.  

Teaching and support staff collaborate and work as a team to 
provide a quality education for our learners.  There is a long 
tradition of Outdoor Education with a school garden and 
multiple learning sites on school property and the vicinity.  
Three teachers presented to the Board of Trustees in December 
(Choir performance) and January (Outdoor Education), 
displaying the high quality of teaching and learning at our 
school.  School wide fitness is practiced in the gym on 
Tuesdays and there is a strong music/band program.  Our 
teacher-librarian works with teachers to plan and implement 
early literacy and intermediate literacy programs for students.         
 


